Summary of the
January 12t
Parent Meeting

Topic: What to Expect in Elementary /
Open House



Elementary Program Growth

Ms. Mary, Administrator, started the meeting off with
the announcement that CMMS is seeing a positive
trend of growth in our elementary program. She
wanted an opportunity to inform parents from the 3-6
Primary program about this next level when they are
making their decisions for their child’s elementary
years. Seeing how the enroliment in our 6-9 age
group has increased and the potential for more
students coming next year from our primary program,
the school is planning on hiring a 6-12 Montessori
teacher for the 2011-2012 school year. Many of the
actual classroom decisions will be made based on the
number of children who return from elementary and
how many third year students will be enrolling from our
Primary classrooms. There are approximately 38
students ‘moving up’ from Primary in May. Of those
38, even if 20 students enrolled into our 6-9 program,
we would have enough to start a new 6-9 classroom.
We remain optimistic and will be looking forward to the
response to Closed Enrollment at the end of this
month.



Presentation from Mrs. Joshi

Mrs. Neela Joshi introduced herself and described how
she got interested and then later certified in both
Montessori 3-6 and 6-12 year old programs.

The main topic of Mrs. Joshi’s presentation described the
elementary-aged child and their characteristics at this
‘plane of development’. The elementary
curriculum/lessons utilize the Cosmic Education
approach to learning in the Montessori elementary
classroom, promoting the child’s keen imagination and
thirst to know ‘why and how’. Five Great Lessons set the
stage at the beginning of each school year; stories that
describe how the universe began, timeline of life, the
timeline of man, the story of language and numbers.
These stories ignite a feeling of wanting more from the
child which motivates art, language, research and more
showing how this interrelatedness in the curriculum is far
richer than the linear form of teaching in the traditional
school system.

Mrs. Joshi elaborated on how getting to know the child
over the three year cycle affords the opportunity to
nurture the interests, talents and creative capacities of
the child in the elementary environment. Our task is to
educate their whole being, intellectual and creative, so
they can figure out their role in this cosmic plan.



Presentation from Mrs. Joshi (cont.)

| would like to interject a quote from Sir Ken Robinson,
professor and author, from his presentation during the
TED conference in 2010:

“We have to go from what is essentially an industrial
model of education, a manufacturing model, which is
based on linearity and conformity and batching people.
We have to move to a model that is based more on
principles of agriculture. We have to recognize that
human flourishing is not a mechanical process, it's an
organic process. And you cannot predict the outcome of
human development; all you can do, like a farmer, is
create the conditions under which they will begin to
flourish.”

These are the conditions under which Montessori
elementary programs prepare their classrooms and
lessons for the child to flourish in a customized fashion
for each individual and their aptitude and way of learning.



Presentation from Mr. Melka

Next, Mr. Melka introduced himself and shared his
background with his Montessori career. Trained and
certified in both Montessori 6-12 elementary, as well as,
the 12-15 adolescent programs allows for him to be able
to not only challenge the older children with work and
concepts, but he can also make that transition to the
adolescent program successful since he knows what will
be expected.

Mr. Melka gave the parents an opportunity to see how a
lesson on ‘cubing’ would be given to a child. Parents
were given a brief description of what the child would
have been introduced to and working on to prepare them
for such an advanced lesson. It was very impressive.
























